Visual Reflection
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visual Literacy Nathan Aspinall
Holocaust men: personally i think this picture is a good visual representation because it shows a lot an can have multiple outcomes and how someone can see it differently.   
This is the visual posted by one of my classmates that I am interested in responding to for a Visual Reflection. 
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When you are asked to view a visual (as on your diploma exam) consider the following:
· What is the main message/theme being communicated through the visual?
· What elements of the visual impact your response the most?
Now go back to the discussion topic INTERACTIVITY #1 - VISUAL LITERACY and choose a visual posted by one of your classmates that you are interested in responding to for a Visual Reflection. In a well-developed response of 3-5 paragraphs, answer the following question based on your choice:
What ideas and impressions does the photograph suggest to you?  Consider the context, and develop your response by referring to the photograph.
In your writing, you may respond personally, critically, and/or creatively.
You must:
· Select a prose form that is appropriate to the ideas you wish to express and that will enable you to effectively communicate to the reader.
· Consider how you can create a strong unifying effect.
Take some time to review some of Alberta Education's suggestions for writing the Visual Reflection and review the list of prose options to help make your choice. 
Suggestions for Writing the Visual Reflection Assignment
Consider all the details of the visual text(s). Then, ask yourself what details are most important to you, have the greatest effect on you, or are the most noticeable for you, such as contrasts or similarities of various details.  Consider any introductory comments, caption, or footnotes that accompany the text(s); this information may help you in your understanding of the text(s) and the context.  The details that stand out for you should work together to enable you to focus on what you think are the ideas and impressions suggested but the visual text(s).  This focus will help you to establish and sustain your unifying effect, which you will make clear by statement or implication.
Make judgements and assumptions about the visual texts to aid you in your explorations of ideas and your reflections on impressions.  For example, your judgements and assumptions may be about the emotions, attitudes, intended actions, situations, and thoughts presented in or inspired by the text(s).  From these responses, you will develop ideas, reflect on them, and make choices about how you will present your insights.
An important point to remember is that there is no “correct” answer or approach to the Visual Reflection Assignment.  When choosing the prose form (not poetry) that will best communicate your ideas and impressions, consider the ideas and support that will allow you to compose the most effectively.
Regardless of the prose form you choose, make sure that you support your ideas with adequate and appropriate details(s) from the text(s) and/or the context you have chosen to use.  If, for example, you choose a narrative form, you may not want to directly discuss the visual text(s); more likely, you will indirectly allude to a certain aspect of the visual text or to your responses evoked by it.
Organize your writing in a clear, focused manner.  Have a plan for presenting your ideas and impressions.  Some prose forms, of course, have their unique characteristics, which you would likely adopt.  In a letter or personal journal form, for example, you would likely use the first person (“I,””we”); whereas in a newspaper article or expository composition, you may choose to use the third person (“he,””she,””they”).
Possibly the most important advice we can give you is to have confidence in your ideas and impressions.  Trusting your ideas, impressions, and feelings will enhance the creation of your writing voice.  Use your rime efficiently.  If your response is clear, focused, organized, and well supported, you will be successful.
This is the Alberta Education’s suggestions
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This is the list of prose options
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The Visual Reflection to Text(s) assignment allows students to choose a form of prose  that they feel best suits the assignment.  Please review the checklist below when  considering your prose:     Personal Essay:      Provides a highly effective, thought - provoking  thesis      Provides thorough, well - chosen information and ideas to develop the topic      Includes effective, evocative description and detail to appeal to audience      Offers insightful explanation and analysis of the topic      Organizes material with a high degree of cla rity and logic      Concludes with an insightful generalization      Uses an effective personal style      Applies grammar, usage, spelling, and punctuation with a high degree of accuracy  and effectiveness     Memoir or Personal Narrative:      Shows a high degree of insight int o the importance of the experience      Offers original, vivid and engaging description and detail in recreating people, places  and events      Uses an engaging and effective first - person point of view and conversational style      Organizes material effectively and with   sophistication (e.g. incorporating flashbacks,  internal monologues)      Conclusion leaves the reader with a highly engaging thought (e.g. memorable image,  idea, question)      Applies grammar, usage, spelling, and punctuation with a high degree of accuracy  and eff ectiveness     Editorial:      Title is intriguing      Issue is related to topic and relevant for intended audience      Develops arguments with a high degree of logic, coherence and creativity      Incorporates effective, well - chosen and relevant evidence      Offers a strongly sta ted concluding call for action      Uses rhetorical and persuasive devices effectively      Tone is effective for context and audience      Applies grammar, usage, spelling, and punctuation with a high degree of accuracy  and effectiveness     Speech:      Shows thorough and insi ghtful understanding of the topic      Develops ideas with a high degree of logic and coherence      Incorporates effective, convincing evidence  
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The Visual Reflection to Text(s) assignment allows students to choose a form of prose that they feel best suits the assignment.  Please review the checklist below when considering your prose:

Personal Essay:


· Provides a highly effective, thought-provoking thesis


· Provides thorough, well-chosen information and ideas to develop the topic


· Includes effective, evocative description and detail to appeal to audience


· Offers insightful explanation and analysis of the topic


· Organizes material with a high degree of clarity and logic


· Concludes with an insightful generalization


· Uses an effective personal style


· Applies grammar, usage, spelling, and punctuation with a high degree of accuracy and effectiveness


Memoir or Personal Narrative:


· Shows a high degree of insight into the importance of the experience


· Offers original, vivid and engaging description and detail in recreating people, places and events


· Uses an engaging and effective first-person point of view and conversational style


· Organizes material effectively and with sophistication (e.g. incorporating flashbacks, internal monologues)


· Conclusion leaves the reader with a highly engaging thought (e.g. memorable image, idea, question)


· Applies grammar, usage, spelling, and punctuation with a high degree of accuracy and effectiveness


Editorial:


· Title is intriguing


· Issue is related to topic and relevant for intended audience


· Develops arguments with a high degree of logic, coherence and creativity


· Incorporates effective, well-chosen and relevant evidence


· Offers a strongly stated concluding call for action


· Uses rhetorical and persuasive devices effectively


· Tone is effective for context and audience


· Applies grammar, usage, spelling, and punctuation with a high degree of accuracy and effectiveness


Speech:


· Shows thorough and insightful understanding of the topic


· Develops ideas with a high degree of logic and coherence


· Incorporates effective, convincing evidence


· Choice of material shows strong sense of audience and purpose


· Highly effective and creative use of rhetorical devices (e.g. imager, analogy)


· Speech shows strong organization, including engaging introduction and strong, logical conclusion


· Voice is clear and effective


· Applies grammar, usage, spelling, and punctuation with a high degree of accuracy and effectiveness


Dramatic Monologue:


· All points of view and attitudes expressed by the character are believable and show insight and understanding into the character


· Creates an engaging and credible voice


· Offers unique insights into the character’s feelings and motivations


· Effectively develops and sustains a consistent voice and point of view


· Clearly and effectively written


· Structure of material is highly effective


· Applies grammar, usage, spelling, and punctuation with a high degree of accuracy and effectiveness


Journal/Diary:


· The topic of the journal entry meets the requirements of the assignment, i.e. ability to connect personal experiences to topic and text(s)

· Strong writing with clear ability to express thoughts and point of view


· Clear description that reveals situation and context


· Clearly shows insight into topic and implications

· Organization is strong and effective and ideas flow smoothly

· Applies grammar, usage, spelling, and punctuation with a high degree of accuracy and effectiveness


**Of course, each topic and writer will be different; however, this is a basic list of things to keep in mind.
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